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ADMIRISTRATIVE pwORANDUM HO. A-A ‘ ’"‘_ (FBIS-4731)
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May 13, 1943

haw been altflﬂulu during recent weeks for me to make decisicns ~
the limitnticns pluced upen us all us administrative cfficers ‘
th Hwtoh Act end vy the President's letter issued a yeor age regarding
i : cf’ administrative cfficials. These 1LF1tﬂthno
were set dewn in Adminisprative Memcrandum He. 4 issued by me last
eptember 24th. May I summarize the contents of that memcrandum. ,
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The Directer ci the Foreign Breadewst Intelligence Service has .
delegated te him the task of clemring il wrticles written by members :

¢ the FRIS sgteff.

The principles which have guided me and which will ccntinue to
e i learing speeches and articles are as fcllcws

1) The previsicns of the Hateh Ac which prchibit any member
cf the Federal service from enguging in Jartisan selitical activity.
) & & I M e

2) The rule against allcwing publicuaticn or public knewledge of
the current cenfidential material which is being hundlei’by FBis.

3) The rresident's letter asking that Federal administrative
cfficials refrain from public d1 Segrecmen t with esch cother con motters
of impcriant naticnuli poiley, but that these disagreements rather be

I

curried on within the Cc"J"nme;ual crganisuntion.

This special limitution regurding speeches ana articies is neces-
sarily a result of cur membership in an agency dealing with confidential
material during wur time. It sharpiy limits the freedem of members of
the staff in entering intc public argument regarding impertsnt naticnal
1ssues. It is assumed that all members of FBIS are fully cccupied in
their impertant war task;. epguging te any ccensiderable extent in cutside

- writing would inevitably raise the questicn of full deveticn tc the FBIS
. Jjcb.

It snculd be uwoiied that in seme cases in ccnnecticnm with the Kerr
Cemmittee ;cticn, mei. .5 of cur stalf have nct always submitted preposed
specches lettars r publicuticn or genersl 01ruu¢utlcn, cr articies to
me in Advence. I r as these articlies have been a direct defense cf
personal ccnduct, tray would seem to me preper. I will censtrue strictly,
hewever, the ““EUlu ticns indicated abeve as regerds general discussicn and

ting cn issues raiséd which invelve the FCC as well as mcre genera.

ters in pcliticul controvery. It is highly imprcper fer administrative
icers under the merit system tc enter intc public pelitical debate.
This is & function cof membders ¢f the bcmm"ﬁ sien itscelf which i1s in charge

CY and hib ték“n up the 91 blic discussicn cf the issues raised by

r Cemmittee repcri - . STAT

v J. Lnt}lgh /,/ h
CLCT . .

crelgn Bromwdeast Intelligence Service
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